Diffuse Alveolar haemorrhage: a fatal complication after alemtuzumab induction therapy in renal transplantation.
We report a fatal case of alemtuzumab-induced diffuse alveolar hemorrhage in an 18-year-old male with Alport syndrome. The patient developed acute onset shortness of breath, hemoptysis and fever after renal transplantation. Computed tomography findings were consistent with adult respiratory distress syndrome. Bronchoscopy and broncho-alveolar lavage was performed that showed no evidence of pathogenic bacteria or opportunistic infection. The patient was intubated and ventilated because of worsening respiratory function. The patient received plasma electrophoresis and was maintained on tacrolimus and steroids; however, unfortunately the patient died 31 days post-transplantation due to worsening respiratory function and declining graft function. Although the prevalence and the exact mechanism of this fatal complication remain unknown, an awareness of this complication is important to all clinicians using alemtuzumab. This is a second report of diffuse alveolar hemorrhage secondary to alemtuzumab induction in patients with Alport syndrome.